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Senate Finance Committee Votes to Extend N. R. A. 


The Senate Finance Committee on May Ist voted, 16 to 3, to re- 
port a resolution extending the National Industrial Recovery Act from 
June 16, 1935, to April 1, 1936, and appointed a subcommittee com- 
posed of Senators Harrison, Clark and Hastings to draft a resolution 
in accordance with the principles indicated by the committee. 

The same day Senator Clark introduced the resolution (8. J. Res. 
113) as the report of the subcommittee and asked that it be referred 
to the Finance Committee. The resolution was reported by the Com- 
mittee, without amendment, on May 2nd, and went on the calendar. 
The vote to report the resolution was 13 to 4. The text of the resolu- 
tion follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That section 2 (c) of Title I of the National 
Industrial Recovery Act is amended by striking out “at the expiration of two 
years after the date of enactment of this Act” and inserting in lieu thereof “on 
April 1, 1936.” 

Sec. 2. (a) In the application of title I of such Act after the date of enactment 
of this joint resolution and until April 1, 1936, the following amendatory provi- 
sions shall apply: 

(1) No price fixing shall be permitted or sanctioned under the provisions of 
any code; except that provisions for the regulation of prices under governmental 
control may be included in codes for those mineral natural-resource industries 
in which prices are now fixed pursuant to the provisions of any code and which 
the President finds to be so affected with a public interest that such regulation 
is necessary and proper in the public interest. 

(2) No code of fair competition shall be applicable to any person whose 
business is wholly intrastate. 

Sec. 3. The President shall review or cause to be reviewed for compliance with 
the requirements of this joint resolution every code in effect on the date this 
joint resolution takes effect. In order to afford reasonable opportunity for such 
review, such codes are hereby continued in effect (subject to cancelation or 
modification pursuant to the provisions of this joint resolution) for a period of 
thirty days after June 15, 1935, unless previously reviewed and superseded; but 
no such code shall continue in effect after the expiration of such thirty-day period 
unless the President has reviewed such code and has approved it and finds that 
the code in the form so approved conforms to the requirements of this joint 
resolution. 
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To Negotiate Reciprocal Agreement with France 


Negotiations are to be opened with France for a reciprocity trade 
treaty, according to an announcement by the State Department on 
April 30th. Information and views in written form must be submitted 
to the Committee for Reciprocity Information of the U. 8. Tariff Com- 
mission on or before June 17th. Oral presentation of views may be 
made at hearings which have been set to begin a week later on June 
24th. 

In the public announcement regarding the negotiations the State 
Department furnished statistics on the principal imports and exports in 
the trade with France. The following table gives the United States 
statistics of our exports of various canned food products to both France 
and its colonies, in 1929 and 1934: 


1929 1934 
France: Pounds Value Pounds Value 
14,107,460 $1,095,924 77,690 $4,523 
3,571,722 453,846 6,053,455 673,427 
Algeria and Tunisia: 
45,170 5,873 649,228 73,142 
French Indo-China: 
161,255 22,655 182,454 19,052 
French Oceania: 
Evaporated milk and cream .. 67,784 5,973 68,058 3,944 
274,197 19,835 55,674 2,744 
Vegetables 101,710 11,673 63,807 5,717 
46,761 5,216 27,941 2,200 


Status of A. A. A. Legislation 


The bills (H. R. 7713 and 8. 1807) to amend the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Act are now on the calendars of both House and Senate, hav- 
ing been favorably reported out by the Agricultural Committees, as 
stated in last week’s Information Letter. Such changes as were made 
in the bills by the committees do not eliminate the provisions that were 
opposed by representatives of the canners and other agricultural indus- 
tries at the hearings on the proposed legislation. Five members of 
the House Committee on Agriculture joined in a minority report 
opposing, among other things, the grant of broader license powers to 
the Secretary of Agriculture and the authority to establish marketing 
areas to make marketing agreements effective. There is thus far no 
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information to indicate when action will be taken on the bills in either 
House or Senate. 


Revision of McNary-Mapes Regulations 


As stated in the Information Letter for April 27th, the Food and 
Drug Administration has issued the third revision of the McNary- 
Mapes regulations. These regulations contain the text of the amend- 
ment, general form of statement required on canned foods of sub- 
standard quality, general standard requirements for fill of container 
for all canned foods, general form of statement required on canned 
foods of substandard fill, and standards of quality and condition for 
canned peaches, pears, apricots, cherries, tomatoes, peas, and canned 
dry peas. 

In connection with the general form of statement required on 
canned foods of substandard quality examples of the required form 
are presented in a new form that serves to make clear the require- 
ments under the regulations. 

While the revised regulations contain a number of changes in 
phraseology there are few changes in the requirements themselves. 

The required drained solids in tomatoes on a two-mesh sieve have 
been increased from 45 per cent to 50 per cent. 

The standard of quality and condition for canned dry peas is sub- 


stantially the same as that given in the Information Letter for Feb- 
ruary 28rd. 


Pending the printing of the regulations in pamphlet form mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained upon request to the Food and Drug 
Administration, Department of Agriculture in Washington, or from 
any of the field stations of the Food and Drug Administration. 


Plans for Experimental Pea Packs for Label Committee Work 


Plans have been completed by the Research Laboratory, in co- 
operation with the subcommittee on descriptive terms for canned peas, 
for experimental packs of peas during the current season which will 
furnish the laboratory with data needed for its work on objective tests 
in connection with the descriptive labeling plan. 

The principal object of the pack is to obtain samples of the dif- 
ferent varieties, sieve sizes, and degrees of maturity in each of the 
principal pea-canning regions, packed under known conditions of har- 
vesting, factory procedure, storage, etc. 

Packs will be put up in nine states and they will include five sieve 
sizes, five varieties, and five degrees of maturity, although all varieties 
and sieve sizes will not necessarily be packed in each of the districts. 
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Experimental packs will be on such a broad scale as to provide 
the laboratory with samples thoroughly representative of canned peas 
produced in all parts of the country under varying but known condi- 
tions. The subcommittee on peas and the laboratory will thus have 
needed information and materials for their work in development of 
tests and correlation of these tests with descriptive terms proposed for 
use on canned pea labels. 


Quarterly Canned Foods Stock Report 


Distributors’ stocks of seven principal canned food items com- 
bined were 22 per cent smaller on April 1, 1935, than on January 1, 
1935, according to the quarterly survey made by the Foodstuffs Divi- 
sion of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. This decrease 
in holdings during the first quarter was larger than that of the corre- 
sponding 3-months periods of the 3 preceding years. The declines from 
January 1 to April 1 of 1934, 1933, and 1932 were, respectively, 20, 15 
and 8 per cent. 

As compared with April 1 of last year, distributors’ holdings were 
9 per cent smaller for the seven items combined. Substantially larger 
holdings of pears and peaches, and slightly greater stocks of green and 
wax beans and peas, were more than balanced by large declines in 
stocks of corn, tomatoes and pineapple. 

Representative groups of canners reported considerably larger 
stocks of pears on April 1, 1935, as compared with the same date last 
year, fairly larger holdings of tomatoes exclusive of tomato products, 
about the same stocks of pineapple, but substantial reductions in their 
holdings of corn, peaches, green and wax beans, and peas. 

Eight per cent more green and wax beans was moved out of can- 
ners’ hands during the first quarter of 1935 than during the same period 
of 1934, according to figures of 172 canners. For the other six items 
the following figures show the 1935 first quarter movement expressed 
in percentages of the 1934 first quarter movement: peas, 66 per cent; 
corn, 54; tomatoes, 89; peaches, 79; pears, 93; and pineapple, 52. 

COMPARISON OF Stocks or Seven CANNeD Foops IN Representative 
Canners’ Hanps 
(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 


Representative stocks Per cent comparison, 
No. of firms sold and unsold April 1, 1935 with— 
Commodity reporting April 1,1935 April 1,1934 April 1,1934 April 1, 1933 
Cases Cases 
134 731,210 840,042 — i4 — 67 
153 1,112,448 2,571,354 — 57 — 76 
248 1,559,465 1,337,172 + 17 — 34 
Green and wax 
172 871,805 1,150,072 — — 40 
63 2,277,822 3,037,322 — 25 — il 
64 1,603,843 691,839 -+- 132 + 72 


Pineapple ........ 5 1,854,334 1,844,668 Sees — 442 
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COMPARISON OF Srocks oF Seven CANNED Foops IN REPRESENTATIVE 
Cannens’ HANDS 


(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 


Representative stocks Per cent of January 
No. of firms sold and unsold 1, 1935, holdings 
Commodity — reporting April 1, 1935 January 1,1935 moved up to April 1, 1935 


Cases Cases 


731,210 2,110,343 
153 1,112,448 2,455,590 55 


Tomatoes ........ 248 1,559,465 3,135,012 oO 
Green and wax 

172 871,805 1,804,619 
63 2,277,822 3,348,419 32 
64 1,603,843 2,451,186 35 


Pineapple ..... 1,854,334 2,424,067 24 


COMPARISON oF Stocks oF SeveN CANNED Foops IN HANDs oF 441 


(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 
Per cent comparison, 


Representative stocks April 1, 1935 with— 
Commodity April 1, 1935 April 1, 1934 April 1, 1934 April 1, 1933 
Cases Cases 
996,592 988,751 + 1 — 2 
950,988 1,203,338 — 21 — 18 
1,198,501 1,491,814 — 20 + 7 
Green and wax beans. 527,686 513,339 + 3 + 4 
701,417 613,335 +11 +12 
ee eee 271,584 224,645 + 21 + 56 
523,836 603,438 — 13 + 34 
Total, 7 items ..... 5,170,604 5,656,660 — 9 + 3 


COMPARISON OF Stocks or Seven CaNNeD Foops 1n HANps or 441 


(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 


Per cent change 

Representative stocks January | to April 1 
Commodity April 1,1935 January 1, 1935 1935 1934 
Casca 
1,362,513 


6,601,977 


on 
| 
Corn 950,988 1,285,417 — ~ 
Tomatoes 1,198,501 1,552,734 — 23 
Green and wax beans, 527,686 630,139 — 16 -—17 apne. 
Pineapple ........... 523,836 620,117 — 16 + 9 
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Canned Food Exports in March 


Decreases were reported in a number of canned food exports for 
the month of March, 1935, when compared with the corresponding pe- 
riod last year. Increases were reported in only the following items: 
baked beans, soups, tomatoes, condensed and evaporated milk, berries, 
cherries, grapefruit, salmon and shellfish. Below are the monthly 
statistics as compiled by the Department of Commerce. 


March, 1934 March, 1935 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 


Canned meats, total 1,738,740 $530,389 1,549,317 $546,925 

325,801 113,051 204,703 97,291 

1,190,439 375,572 1,046,242 398,085 

Sausage 7, 30,613 126,110 32,385 

Other 74, 10,253 82,262 19,164 

Canned vegetables, total 731, 148,201 1,637,204 142,084 

Asparagus 7, 62,523 339,513 44,081 
Baked beans, and pork and 

15,492 422,567 22,242 

208,406 15,0097 111,281 9,562 

151,456 11,623 151,331 12,360 

Soups 153,560 16,305 180,036 19,002 

Tomatoes 116,357 7.972 198,859 14,019 

Other 241,049 19,009 233,617 20,728 

Condensed milk 200,877 25,088 842,129 108,232 

Evaporated milk 3,421,454 204,991 4,881,572 326,308 

Canned fruits, total 1,279,521 17,622,132 1,314,242 

Apples and applesauce 32,761 548,905 23,373 

Apricots 755,124 47,689 269,260 23,242 

Berries, other 2,058 27,321 3,480 

Cherries 4,237 86,145 9,954 

Fruits for salad 2,610,525 230,059 2,472,831 274,022 

Grapefruit 4,160,912 221,720 4,785,840 278,419 

Loganberries 161,416 14,501 119,517 8,332 

3,377,721 203.662 2,801,868 209,778 

6,050,871 343,582 5,264,584 301,284 

2,140,548 153,986 1,072,640 76,533 

44,921 4,926 33,392 3,102 

124,510 10,440 139,829 12,723 

Canned fish, total 208, 901,822 10,040,127 1,191,692 

Mackerel j 14,245 193,653 9,708 

Salmon ,150, 577,709 6,750,612 932,780 

Sardines 4,452,327 263,260 2,609,203 181,646 

Shellfish 265,269 39,888 398,426 58,310 

42.513 6,720 88,233 9,248 


Plans Corn and Tomato Seed Standards 


It has been announced that the Commissioner of the New York 
Department of Agriculture and Markets is planning the promulgation 
of official standards for sweet corn and tomato seed as contemplated 
under the amendment to the New York seed law which became effective 
December 1, 1934, and which was briefly summarized in the Information 
Letter for March 30, 1935. 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Fruits: 


Citrus, domestic .......... 3,400 3,511 4,202 70,868 
9 22 0 549 
Others, domestic .......... 998 1,181 604 18,253 


Census Publishes Canning Statistics Report 


the Census figures, by states, in its Bulletin No. 113-A. 


Production and Stocks of Canned Milk 


1935 1934 
Pounds Pounds 


Manufacturers’ stocks (case goods) April 1: 
Evaporated (36 firms) 


404,344 98,785,652 

Condensed (8 firms).........0.000005 3,714,411 4,875,312 
Total production, March: 

Evaporated (35 firms)............++. 138,834,531 124,839,700 

Condensed (7 firm8).........000eee0s 4,951,317 6,163,331 


SuipMents as Revorrep sy THE Bureau or AGRicULTURAL EcoNoMIcs, 


Week ending Week ending Total for season 
Commodity April 27 April 20 through April 27 
1934 1935 1935 1934 1935 
Vegetables: 
Beans, snap and lima ..... 380 556 367 8,334 5,977 
656 1,001 1,245 8,485 8,930 
350 357 228 3,045 2,146 
173 180 139 7,057 4,852 
All other vegetables: 
Domestic— 
Competing directly .... 5,259 4,601 4,143 88,547 70,043 
Competing indirectly .. 43 69 98 32,904 20,551 
Importe— 
Competing directly .... 18 44 21 1,000 935 
Competing indirectly .. 1 7 18 364 982 


89,973 
278 
20,764 


The Census Bureau has issued in pamphlet form its statistics on 
canning and preserving, food preparations not elsewhere classified, 
vinegar and cider. The figures for all three classifications are pub- 
lished in a single pamphlet, which may be obtained from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington, D. C., for five cents per copy. 

This pamphlet does not show the output of individual canned foods 
by states as in previous years. The Association has, however, issued 


Per cent 


— 60.02 
— 23.81 


+1121 
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Increase in Cuban Vegetable Exports to United States 


Shipments of fresh vegetables from Cuba to the United States in 
March amounted to 15,554,998 pounds, compared with 10,846,813 
pounds in March, 1934, according to the American consul at Habana. 
Tomatoes were the outstanding item, accounting for 9,878,372 pounds 
in March of the current year against 7,634,690 pounds in March, 1934. 
Shipments of egg plant in March totaled 2,078,545 pounds, compared 
with 1,330,718 pounds; peppers, 1,830,000 pounds as compared with 
825,008 pounds; lima beans, 1,026,217 pounds as compared with 349,540 
pounds, Other vegetables shipped in volume included okra, cucumbers 
and potatoes. 

Continued dry weather and hot winds are reported to have ad- 
versely affected Cuba's late tomato crop and April exports are esti- 
mated at somewhat under 1,500,000 pounds. 

Aggregate exports of Cuban fresh vegetables to the United States 
in the first quarter of this year totaled 46,666,272 pounds compared 
with 32,664,285 pounds in the corresponding period of 1934. 


Navy Seeks Bids on Canned Apricots 


The Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy Department 
has requested sealed bids in duplicate on canned apricots in miscel- 
laneous quantities, for delivery at various east and west coast points, 
the bids to be opened on June 18th. Schedule No. 4878, which relates 
to this proposal, may be obtained upon request from the Bureau. 


Standards of Safety and Health for Pickle Packing Industry 


The National Industrial Recovery Board has announced condi- 
tional approval of standards of safety and health for employees in the 
pickle packing industry, submitted by the industry’s Code Authority 
in accordance with the code. 

The standards become effective May 8, unless good cause to the 
contrary is shown to the Board before that time and a subsequent order 
issued. 


Italian Tomato Canning Industry in 1934 


The 1934 tomato crop was about 20 to 25 per cent larger than 
that of 1933 and it ripened about two weeks earlier, according to the 
American consul at Naples. This plentiful supply depressed prices 
until they finally touched bottom at 8 lire the quintal at the field. (The 
exchange value of the lire averaged 8.56 cents in 1934; the quintal 
equals 220.46 pounds.) Benefiting by such prices, the canning in- 
dustry showed much activity and some foreign canned peeled tomato 


= 
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orders were filled at 17 to 19 lire per case of 24 three-pound cans: 
f.o.b. Naples. However, the growers could make nothing under such 
prices and they let the tomatoes rot in the fields, which soon caused a 
shortage and started a price advance which reached its peak at 30 lire 
per quintal at the field. This caught short those canners who had un- 
filled contracts based on the low prices and some of them finished the 
season with a considerable supply of unfilled cans which had to be 
carried over to the ensuing season. On the whole, the 1934 canned 
tomato products output in the Naples region was about 30 per cent 
less than in 1933. 


Practically the same situation obtained with regard to tomato 
paste and double concentrate. Those canners who had placed govern- 
ment orders were compelled to fill them at a loss. 


Starting with a low of 17 to 19 lire per case for canned peeled 
tomatoes (f.o.b. Naples), the price rose to about 24 lire and, since 
January, 1935, has advanced gradually to the present (April 3) price 
of 30 lire f.o.b. Naples, with the trend still upward. Exportable stocks 
are now small, 


The paste and double concentrate prices followed about the same 
curve as that of canned tomatoes. Decreased production and rela- 
tively heavy demand from the Italian government for military use are 
chiefly responsible for the firmness of the market. Starting with 200 
lire per quintal for the paste and 250 lire for the double concentrate 
(f.0.b. Naples) the prices have now reached 280 and 300 lire, respec- 
tively. Present stocks of both these products are about exhausted. 

There are no separate statistics for canned peeled tomatoes, paste 
and concentrate but the official statistics covering the inclusive classifi- 
cation “canned tomato products” are as follows for 1934: 


1932 1933 1934 
Country of destination: Quintals Quintals Quintals 
336,040 369,138 


Gront 184,029 194,411 


Belgium-Luxembourg 37,343 28,641 

Libya (Africa) ...... 3 10,563 14,377 

Switzerland ........ 13,904 13,953 

eee 19,059 12,118 


Netherlands .......... 
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Native Canned Foods Making Progress in China 


Domestic canned foods are becoming a greater factor in the Chi- 
nese market, particularly canned vegetables, according to the American 
commercial attache at Shanghai. 


There is a growing consumption, he states, of Chinese packed peas, 
string beans, catsup, corn, peaches and pears. Prices at retail of these 
goods are approximately half of those prevailing for American brands. 
High-class grocery and food-vending ships which have never before 
carried native goods are beginning to stock the local product. 

The quality of Chinese canned goods, the report states, is not com- 
parable to the American product, but the difference in price is an 
important factor with a consuming public whose buying power has 
been substantially curtailed. 

Increased tariff rates on canned foods have markedly reduced im- 
ports of this American item into China. While the rise ia silver exchange 
has permitted a fair volume of business in American canned foods in 
recent months, there is no possibility of a revival of the business done 
in former years when tariff rates were low, according to the report. 


Proposes Investigation of Mediterranean Fruit Fly Eradication 


The House Committee on Agriculture has favorably reported a 
bill (H. R. 1419) to provide for an investigation and report of losses 
sustained by growers and farmers in Florida resulting from the cam- 
paign to eradicate the Mediterranean fruit fly. 


Control of Insects in Canning Greens 


The Food and Drug Administration, under date of April 30th, has 
sent the following notice to canners of spinach, turnip and mustard 
greens regarding control of insect-infested raw materials for canning. 


Insect-infested canned spinach and other greens are adulterated under the 
Federal Food and Drugs Act. The Food and Drug Administration has found 
it necessary to remove a number of shipments of insect-infested canned greens 
from trade channels by seizure. To avoid packing contaminated greens the canner 
must pay particularly close attention to the raw material entering his plant in 
order to insure its freedom from insects. Such careful control is necessary since 
it seems impractical adequately to remove the insects by any means known at 
present, once the raw product becomes infested. Where an occasional flying 
insect or bettle is present it may be possible by means of agitators and proper 
washers to produce a pack free from insects, but where insects such as the web 
worm and aphis oceur in numbers the only safe procedure is to reject the con- 
taminated deliveries. 

Many types of insects have been found in canned greens, such as plant lice 
or aphids which may occur in large numbers, lady-bugs, stink bugs, cucumber 
beetles, flies, spiders, cutworms and cabbage web worms. 


All of the above insects may be readily found by a thorough examination 
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of the leaves. Careful examinations in the field, at the receiving platform, and 
at the sorting belt will prevent much trouble. 

Lights used when packing at night may sometimes attract night-flying insects. 
Lights over the sorting belt may at such times introduce insects into the pack. 
The work should be done during the day if possible. 

As an extra precaution the canner should code his output systematically in 
order to permit segregation in case of seizure or spoilage. 

Since so many types of insects are involved it is beyond the scope of this 
Administration to offer detailed methods of field control. Where such informa- 
tion is desired the local county agent, state entomologist, or the Bureau of 


Entomology and Plant Quarantine, U. 8. Department of Agriculture, should be 
consulted, 


Insecticides containing arsenicals, fluorides, and other materials known to be 
toxic to man, should not be used on vegetables after the appearance on the plants 
of fruit or foliage which will be included in the product marketed for consumption, 
except in instances where it is known definitely that washing or stripping will 
remove the toxic insecticidal residues. 


Precautions Against Corn Borer Outbreak 


Despite the fact that corn borer outbreaks have been held at a low 
ebb in New York State for the past few seasons due to dry weather, 
especially in western New York, a return to anything like normal 
seasonal conditions will probably lead to an outbreak of the pest in 
destructive numbers, according to Dr. G. E. R. Hervey of the Experi- 
ment Station at Geneva, who has been following the development of 
the borer for several years. The borer continues to be a potential 
menace to New York's corn crop, particularly to sweet corn, he states, 
and farmers are urged to take the necessary precautions to hold the 
insect in check. The clean-up and destruction of all rubbish and 
weeds in which the hibernating borers may have passed the winter is 
still regarded as the most effective control measure, providing the work 
is done early in the season. 

The deadline for clean-up work on Long Island is stated to be about 
May 1, and for up-state New York about May 15, as the moths begin 
leaving their winter quarters shortly after this. Corn stalks in barn 
yards, either loose or in stacks are an important source of infestation 
that is often overlooked. As an example of the danger from this 
source, one such stack on a Long Island farm yielded 21,000 moths. 


Chinch-Bug Prospects 


The N. C. A. Bureau of Raw Products has been advised by the 
U.S. Bureau of Entomology that although winter mortality of chinch 
bugs has amounted to as high as 25 to 30 per cent in some localities, 
general winter mortality is apparently lower than this, and that a 
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mortality of 30 to 40 per cent would not be sufficient to change mate- 
rially the prospects of an outbreak occurring even larger than last year, 
particularly in Illinois, Iowa, Indiana and Ohio. 

In Kansas it is believed the situation will be approximately the 
same as last year. No serious general outbreak is anticipated in Min- 
nesota, although the limited areas in which infestation occurred last 
season will probably experience some damage this year unless favor- 
able May rains occur. 

In Illinois and Indiana heavy migration from winter hibernating 
quarters to small grains is already taking place. The heaviest flights 


last year occurred during the early part of May. The only condition 
likely to change the situation between now and migration time would 
be the development of rainy periods during the last two weeks in May 
and the early part of June. 
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